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LIBERTON ASSOCIATION

Annual General Meeting
21t October 2023
Anderson Hall
Liberton Kirk

Minutes:

In attendance; Committee - Joan Foulner, David Cavanagh, Martin Reynolds, Rodger
Stirling, Dorothy Burns-Brown, Rosy Carmichael, Margaret Collingwood.

Members of the Liberton Association approx. 40

PC Mark Kelly Community Policing Team

Councillor Scott Arthur. Transport Convenor

Apologies; lan Murray MP, Lezley Cameron Councillor, Labour Liberton/Gilmerton
Alex Hommond-Chalmers, Chris & Debbie Barclay, June & Mike Gibson. Peter
Schwarz.

1. Welcome
David Cavanagh (standing in for President) opened the meeting, welcomed those
present and explained the agenda

2. Apologies (as above)

3. Minutes of last meeting
Secretary (Dorothy Burns-Brown) discussed some outstanding issues since
the last AGM in October 2022 which were going to be addressed fully later in
the meeting

4. Presidents report
David Cavanagh reported the ongoing work of the Association. David referred
to the Constitution to reiterate the role of the Association to allow us as a
community to handle any issues of broad concern regarding the local
infrastructure, potential planning applications and the preservation of our
greenbelt areas. He thanked the membership for their continued support
which is invaluable.



10.

11.

Treasurer Report

Joan Foulner (Treasurer) provided detail regarding the report (see
addendum) The subscriptions are down in the last financial year. Joan
remined those present that the fees are £5 per person.

Subscription
It was agreed by those present that the subscriptions could be remain at £5
per person.

Election of Office Bearers

There were no new applications for the Office bearer roles. It was proposed
and accepted that the current Office Bearers, President Alex Hommond-
Chalmers, Treasurer Joan Foulner and Secretary Dorothy Burns-Brown should
remain in office for another year.

Election of Honorary independent Examiner

David Cavanagh proposed David Lamb S.S.C as the above, thanked him for his
services in the past and for agreeing to continue in this role. The proposal
was accepted by those present.

Constitution
The current Constitution was accepted by those present.

Secretary Report
The Secretary reported that the Committee has met regularly during the last
years with 3 full meetings and 4 planning meetings.

The committee continue to review the planning applications and local issues
which are observed and reported and liaise with the council and the relevant
bodies to address these issues.

The Association has continued to communicate with members through news
bulletins, emails, postal letters and our media platforms such as Facebook,
Website & Twitter. The secretary asked the members to please let her know
if they have changed their email address.

David Cavanagh & Rodger Stirling gave an update on local planning and
facilities.

e Northfield House Hotel — has been demolished after extensive
vandalism and fire.

e Liberton Hospital — the hospital is continuing to operate. There is a
meeting planned for next month. Details will be sent out when
available.

e Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae Junction — ongoing dialogue with City of
Edinburgh Council about this junction. Numerous issues, including



pavement parking at pinch points, lack of full pedestrian crossing light
sequences.

e Kirk Brae pedestrian crossing —is now in place and greatly
appreciated.

e Mayfield Road closure - further 12-month closure until November
2024 while they build the second phase.

e Gaelic School — it appears doubtful that it will be built on the Liberton
High School site.

e Cameron Toll Cinema — a new application has been submitted to build
in the carpark, it is anticipated that this will be approved by the CoE
council.

e Liberton Tower-The committee have been in contact with the agents
for the Craigmillar Trust. There is concern that the Tower is not being
maintained however once again it is proving difficult to get a
response. We have also been in contact with various historic groups
to seek their help and advice. We are also applying to have the tower
placed on the ‘At Risk Register’ held by Historic Environment Scotland.

e Alnwickhill pavement update — association in contact with land agent
from the Liberton and Craigmillar Trust re. adoption of the path by
CoE council. This is ongoing as neither the Craigmillar Trust of CoE
council will accept any responsibility.

e Liberton Park football changing rooms — still no resolution to the
cleaning and refurbishment of the metal sheds for football teams.

e Hedges on Liberton Drive have now been cut back following a request
to the council and the persons responsible for leasing the adjacent
land.

e The Association has now organised and taken part in several ‘Litter
Picks’ in the local area. Please watch out for future dates on the
Facebook page and the Website if you would like to join in.

12. Margaret Collingwood presented the booklet ‘Aboon the Kirk’.

‘Aboon the Kirk’, was compiled by 3 members of the committee and 2 association
members, it was produced to show places of interest in the area which could also be
combined into walks.

The first 200 printed in 2020 went quickly so a further 200 with errors corrected
were printed in 2021. A third edition is currently underway with additions such as
Mortonhall house.

A donation of £1 per booklet was requested to cover the printing costs. If you would
like a copy of the booklet, please contact the Secretary.



In association with the booklet the committee have commissioned drone footage of
the buildings and areas within the booklet by photographer Lee Simpson. It is
intended to launch the video/booklet in the spring/summer 2024.

Although the books moved quickly, there has been little feedback - this would be

welcome.

13. Invited Speakers

PC Mark Kelly gave a very interesting talk about home security and provided
literature and contact details to help you assess your home and make it safer. He
advises to work on the 3 principles of Delay, Deflect and Deter and offered
helpful suggestions. For car security he suggests using a ‘Crooklock’ which are
affordable and very effective.

There is literature available, please contact the secretary if you would like some

copies.

Q&A were taken at this stage.

Councillor Scott Arthur Transport Convenor gave a presentation on the Low
Emission Zone (LEZ) which was introduced in Edinburgh on 31t May 2022
with a two-year grace period. Enforcement of the zone will commence on 1%
June 2024. If you wish to check your vehicle compatibility, you can go online
at www.lowemissionzones.scot/vehicle-registration-checker

Councillor Arthur also advised on the potential varied routes to extend the
tram system. There will be a consultation in Feb/March 2024.

Q&A included.

1. An enquiry regarding the vehicle checking system which does not

appear to be consistent when checking registration details.

2. An enquiry regarding the repair of potholes and roads which are

subcontracted out to private companies or repaired by the council
team. The Councillor assured those present that if work by private
contractors was substandard, they would not be paid. Due to limited
budget the council team are unable to carry out large road repairs.

An enquiry regarding the recent Consultant review of the junction at
the bottom of Liberton Brae which revealed low usage numbers and
no safety issues, therefore work at this junction is very low on the
priority list.

An enquiry regarding the closure of the road through Holyrood Park.
The Councillor explained that the road is owned by Environmental
Scotland whose responsibility it is for maintenance. However due to
lack of funding the road may be closed permanently to vehicle traffic.


http://www.lowemissionzones.scot/vehicle-registration-checker

The Councillor encouraged members to email him if they have any
further questions. ClIr.Scott.Arthur@edinburgh.gov.uk

e David Cavanagh (Liberton Association) explained the different sources of
energy grants/loans available to help you make these changes. Literature and
contact details are available. The link to this information is available on.
https://youtu.be/nZ8QH8IvL8c

14. AOB —none to report

15. The President opened the meeting for Q&A. There were no further
questions.

16. The president closed the meeting and thanked all those present for
attending and participating.

Nb lan Murray MP provided a written update for the meeting which was made
available for those in attendance.
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